Lower East Side Community News: August 2001
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Representing New York’s 12th Congressional District
Ranking Democrat, House Small Business Committee
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elézque-zl To Host

Community invited to plan for housing policy hearing

Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez will host a series of town hall meetings to discuss the New York City Housing

Authority’s plan for the coming year. The meetings will help prepare the community for the August 21 hearing
NYCHA must hold by law to discuss its plan.

NYCHA is proposing several controversial new
policies that require a response. Forexample, NYCHA
will soon impose a community service requirement on
tenants signing new leases.

The agency also proposes to change how rent in public
housing is determined. While NYCHA is moving toward
a flat rent system, there may be no protection against rent
increases in the meantime.

Lastly, NYCHA would like to promote
“deconcentration of poverty™ housing by encouraging
higher-income families to move to public housing. But this
may be done at the expense of current tenants and those
most in need of public housing,.

Your town hall meeting with Congresswoman
Velazquez will be held Thurs., Aug. 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the

Congresswoman Velazquez has long supported rights for Roberto Clemente School (P.S. 15), East 4" St. at
housing residents. Here she meets with tenants in Williamsburg. |  Avenue D on the Lower East Side.

Velazquez Unveils Patients’ Bill of Rights
Bill would require bilingual services at HMOs

Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez, in her continuing fight to increase patients’ rights and access to quality
healthcare, unveiled legislation titled *“The Managed Care Bill of Rights for Consumers™ last month.
Thebill includes:

. coverage for prescription medicine and standards for generic substitutions

. coverage for all medical emergencies, choice of doctor, guaranteed gynecological and specialist care
. continuity of treatment after contract termination

. confidentiality

. an appeals process for HMO decisions.

The bill also establishes a Managed Care Consumer Advisory Commission to help consumers understand their
rights, access services, and make informed decisions about their health care plan.

This legislation will focus on one critical aspect of the healthcare debate that has been overlooked —the health
needs of minority communities, particularly the Spanish-speaking population. In New York City alone, 20 percent of
the population speaks a language other than English.

For many not speaking English as their first language, negotiating managed care is overwhelming and frightening.
Velazquez’s bill would require bilingual medical services for languages spoken by at least two percent of HMO enroll-
ees. This bill is aimed at helping language minorities gain the access they need to reliable, quality healthcare.

Office of Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez 173 Avenue B, New York, N.Y. 10009 (212)673-3997




Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez hailed a New
York Appellate Division decision last month ruling that
the state broke the law by failing to conduct environmen-
tal impact surveys for air pollution caused by the place-
ment of low-wattage power plants in Sunset Park and
throughout the metropolitan region.

Community members and activists, who filed the
lawsuit, celebrated at a press conference the day the
decision was announced. Congresswoman Velazquez
congratulated the groups that organized to stop this
assault on the City’s environment, including New York

Court Says Power Plants Require Health Review

Community activists praise win for environmental justice

The MTA announced last month it will extend hours
on the M line to 10 p.m. weekdays with stations at
Delancey Street and the Bowery. The extended hours
will help commuters who face closure of the Grand
Street subway station on the B, D and Q lines.

Congresswoman Velazquez was instrumental in
extending M line hours. She wrote the MTA and partici-
pated in a rally with Chinatown residents and local
leaders to pressure for the extended M line hours.

The Grand Street closure especially affects the large
Asian American communities in Sunset Park and
Chinatown, who shop and work in there. The Grand
Street stop was a main destination, but until this deci-
sion the M line only ran from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Grand Street was closed due to repair work on the
Manhattan Bridge. The repairs disrupted several lines
crossing near the bridge, leaving Grand Street isolated.

More Tlme on Mr Line After Grand St. Closure

MTA extends hours 5 a.m.-10 p.m. for LES commuters

Lawyers for the Public Interest, New York Public Interest
Research Group, CURE, UPROSE, El Puente,
Williamsburg Watch, Nos Quedamos, NYCEJA, NRDC,
Stop the Barge, The Point CDC and NAG.

“This is a major victory for environmental justice in
Brooklyn,” Velazquez declared in Washington. “The law
says and the court agreed: the state cannot locate new,
polluting industry without determining how it affects those
living there. Poor and minority communities are more
likely to have dirty power plants located in their neighbor-
hoods. Itis no wonder the court specifically cited asthma-
inducing pollution, as this district has one of the highest
asthmarates in the City.”

Velazquez has long fought against placement of industry
that pollutes the water and air. She has opposed both the
City’s and state’s attempt to locate waste transfer stations
and power plants in the 12th District. In Washington,
Congresswoman Velazquez has filed two Environmental
Justice complaints with the Environmental Protection
Agency under its now-threatened Environmental Justice
office in order to prevent the siting of more polluting
facilities in Red Hook, Williamsburg and Greenpoint. In
January, she testified against the plant siting before Com-
munity Board #7 and the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation.
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The M line will extend its hours, serving commuters to the
closed Grand Street stop (see box) at Bowery.

Grants Awarded to Our Community

Pace University.....cccoiieeninierenercrensnesnennas $320,072
Supports programs for basic nursing education

New York City Department of Health .............. $167,454
Supports childhood lead poisoning prevention

N.Y.C. Teaching Fellows Program..................... $15,000
Corporation for National Service (AmeriCorps)
program to reduce large City teacher
shortage with fellows in underserved classrooms

New York Univerity.......coeeveeecereeencnenrenn. $138,451
Supports cancer treatment center

NYS ARCN.Y.C. Chapter.........cc.coou...... $522,919
Supports Head Start program

CUNY Research Foundation..........ccccccuen. $477,568
NEH grant to CUNY/Manhattan C.Col. for
comparative literature study of diasporic
populations in Pacific Asia and the Caribbean




